
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well thanks to Mother Nature 
we had an easy June ï vaca-
tion from watering, vacation 
from most any outdoor chores 
unless you enjoy taking your 
shower out of doors.  Due to 
the exceptionally cool weather 
and all that rain, most of our 
trees were fairly happy unless 
of course you never got 
around to repotting and your 
drainage was compromised 
by an overgrown root system 
ï your trees may have suf-
fered some root rot ï not a 
good thing. 

 
All the rain may have caused 
your trees to put forth a flush 
of new growth that requires 
lots of pinching back in order 
to maintain the style you have 
been working so hard to reach.  
 

Pearls of Wisdom ala 
Marion M ahoneyÉ 
Suzanne Berv ï a long time 
LIBS member ï 516 487-8973 
ï lives in Great Neck off Lake-
ville road.  This is a sensation-
al opportunity to purchase 
trees, stones, large and small 
containers and stands all at 
very good prices. 
She will also donate part of her 
collection of plants and con-
tainers to the club. 
 

BZe % GZkbhgÄl 
Open House 
631-667-5445 ï July 11th from 
10 to 2 ï 336 West 15th Street, 
Deer Park.  From LIE exit 51S 
Deer Park Avenue directions 
from under RR trestle in Deer 
Park.  Look on right and turn 
right at Olympus Diner, 

*continue to end, make left, 

make first right, Westview, - 
streets are numbered.  Contin-
ue to West 15th Street and 
come in side entrance. 
Southern State Parkway ï Exit 
39N (Deer Park Avenue) con-
tinue north until you see Olym-
pus Diner on left (light), turn 
left and continue same as 

above*.   
(if you have not gone to Hal 
and Marionôs before, you are in 
for a real treat (but green with 
envy) 

Early Workshop 
During last monthôs early 
workshop Jim Stopfer spoke 
about Black Pine (pinus thun-
begii) and how to control the 
needle length, and increase 
branch ramification. 
 

 
 

Pinching off a portion of the 
candles keeps the tree com-
pact and removing candles will 
help ramify the branches and 
keep the needles small which 
is the goal to reach in order to 
achieve good bonsai design. 
Complete candle removal ge-
nerates new multiple budding 
at the base of the candle that 
was removed, which will even-
tually become additional 
branches. 

 
 
 

 
Which candle do you 
pinch? 

 
The candle on the left is too late 
to pinch, the middle one is past 
the optimum time ï the candle 
should look like the one on the  
 

 

Maureen Rezek makes her 
selection as to which candle is 
ready to be pinched back. 

Steve Villandreôs black pine can-
dles have elongated and are 
beyond the ideal stage to pinch 
back. 
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right ï it is the ideal state for 
pinching back. 



 
Candles just starting to emerge. 
(note how few ñoldò needles are 
left on the branch) 

 
 

You 
can 

pinch 
a 

can-
dle 

back 
by holding it with one hand, 
and breaking the candle off - 
leave about 1/3 to 1/2 the 
total length.  In addition to 
pinching back candle, can-
dles removal is another way 
to achieve the compact style 
necessary for a good bonsai. 

 
Generally a black pine grows 
with three areas of ñstrengthò; 
The bottom 1/3 is weak, the 
middle third is medium 
strength, and the upper third 
is considered strong growth. 
You want to start with the 
weaker portion of the tree 
first, after about a week or 10 
days, do the mid section, and 
after another week to 10 
days, do the top section.  This 
gives the second budding a 
longer period of time to de-
velop in the weaker section, 
somewhat less time for the 
mid section.  By doing so, it 
sort of evens out the buds so 
that you get a more consistent 
needle length.  
 

  
 
 
On a healthy tree you will get 
a flush of second budding 
after candling ï around the 
end of July or early August.  
You should  remove those 
buds that will not be neces-
sary for the future design of 
the tree, (using tweezers 
makes it a little easier) and 
leaving only two buds.  When  
you remove the buds consider  
the direction you wish the  
branch to grow, leave a bud  
facing that way. 
 

Needle Pulling 
Part of achieving the balance 
you want for a black pine in-
volves needle pulling which is 
generally done in the late fall 
through to late winter.  Re-
move more needles from the 
stronger section of the tree 
and less from the mid section 
and fewer still from the weak-
est portion. When you remove 
black pine needles, leave the 
sheath (tan paper like cover-
ing at the base of the needles) 
to prevent damage to the 
buds between the bases of 
the sheaths. 

The goal of pulling needles, the 
previous yearôs growth (also 
known as needle thinning) is to 
cause latent buds which are 
located at the base of the 
needle to develop. Not every 
sheath contains a latent bud, 
but a few do. By carefully re-
moving the needle you make it 
more likely that the bud will 
develop. It also opens the tree 
up so more sunlight gets inside 
-- which can help cause the 
buds to develop.  

Because pines grow more vi-
gorously at the top of the plant, 
and on the ends of the 
branches, balance the growth 
by leaving different numbers of 
needles on different parts of 
the tree. Here's a good rule of 
thumb -- for very healthy trees.  

 10-12 needle pairs on 
the bottom of the tree  

 7-8 needle pairs in the 
middle of the tree  

 5-6 needle pairs at the 
top of the tree  

 For branches that are 
closer to the trunk (and 
so get less sunlight) 
leave an additional 2-3 
pairs of needles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black pine like lots of sun, to be 
kept evenly moist, but somewhat 
on the drier side as they can be 
prone to root rot. They bud back 
well; when pruning be sure to 
leave at least one set of needles 
on a branch, or die back may re-
sult. Needles tend to be lighter 
green when grown in full sun.  

Forcing back budding will im-
prove a young treeôs develop-
ment. Allow the tree grow un-
checked throughout the season.  
In September, cut off all of the 
current year's growth, leaving on-
ly last yearôs needles. This will 
cause the tree to burst forth with 
many new buds further back on 
the branches, often even on old 
wood, the following spring.  Using 
this technique can greatly in-
crease the density of the tree.  
But you should do it only on a 
healthy, vigorous tree. 

This is the 
results you 
are striving 
for. 

 3 

 
 

Areas of strength apply to                                  
the branch as well as the   
   enire tree. 



Main Program 

 

 

 

 

Bob Mahler brought two won-
derful imported Satsuki Aza-
lea with him ï not that you 
could tell from the picture 
above of Bob holding the 
styled tree. Satsuki are one of 

his favorite trees and he im-
ports them regularly from Ja-
pan as bare rooted speci-
mens.  Their growth is slow, 
so when the trunk has good 
diameter, you will be paying a 
premium for that luxury. 

It was emphasized that in or-
der to achieve a good tree you 
need to prune it back ruthless-
ly and you have to  be willing 
to sacrifice the flowers the fol-
lowing year in order to get the 
tree you want.   

Bob assured us that the tree 
would respond quickly to the 
pruning and put forth a great 
deal of new growth all over 
what was remaining. 

Raffle Winner Tom Ilijic 

was not present when the win-
ning ticket was drawn, but 
Francine Stopfer was entrusted 
with his tickets. She readily 
admitted that she was not the 
lucky winner, but that she had 
Tomôs tickets and that the tree 
would be delivered to him. Iôm 
sure Tom will enjoy seeing his 
prize growing into a beauty 
when he is out on his deck 
working on his trees.  If you 
can report back to us Tom, or 
give us a photo for the New-
sletter of its progress that 
would be nice. 

 

 

 

 

Our 
New-
sletter  

still is in need of a 
permanent editor Â 
this one is developing 
pkbm^kÄl [eh\d,  

Newsletter Mailing 
or e-mailing 

Our list of names and e-mail 
addresses is not up-to-date.  If 
you wish to receive your New-
sletter via e-mail in lieu of a 
hardcopy, please send your 
name and current e-mail ad-
dress to me at 
dfleck@manhassetlibrary.org 
so that our records can be up-
dated.  I realize that people do 
change carriers, and if you do 
so, please let us know so that 
we may change the e-mail ad-
dress we are using.  By having 
you Newsletter e-mailed, you 
will be saving the club postage 
and printing fees, but you cer-
tainly may receive a hard copy 
if you wish.  Just let me know 
IF YOU WANT yours e-mailed, 
and mail me your current e-
mail address. 

Thanks  to  
Francine Stopfer for providing 
the photoôs from last monthôs 
meeting ï I think pictures add 
a lot of interest to the Newslet-
ter.  And it is nice to have a 
face to place with a name. 

 
We seem to be having a 
problem with our web site, 
which I hope will be cor-
rected by time the Newslet-
ter arrives.  It is a good out-
reach tool, and one that 
does give us exposure to the 
outside world, brings us visi-
tors, and new members 
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 Back budding as a result of 
candle removal.  You could 
remove the new (A) candle, 
which will increase the ñnewò 
buds at that site, or cut back to 
just above ñBò which should 
cause additional back budding.  

Remember you donôt want to 
cut behind B, or C or D as there 
are no needles at those 
locations and the branch will 
likely die back ï but those buds 
will break into needles, then at 
a later date, the branch could 
be shortened further resulting 
in a more compact growth.  
These techniques basically can 
be applied to all two needle 
pines - Pinus sylvestris and the 
Pinus mugo, Pinus Resinosa, 
etc. 

mailto:dfleck@manhassetlibrary.org


2009 Shohin Bonsai 
Symposium 

 

Bill Valavanis organizes an 
annual Symposium in Roche-
ster. It will be held at the Air-
port Holiday Inn, Rochester 
NY, September 11th  ï 13th.     
Shohin artists from around the 
world will be teaching and 
displaying their talents.  The 
lectures scheduled are Nobui-
chi Urushibata, Peter Warren, 
Julian Adams, Harvey Cara-
pella, Sean Smith, Suthin Su-
kosolvisit, Erik Wigert, Jack 
Wikle, Bill Valavanis.   

Workshops are being held 
throughout the day on Thurs-
day for a total of 10 different 
ones, working with a variety of 
material: five-needle pine, 
green island fig, beauty berry, 
Shimpaku, shillings holly are 
just some of them, plus a 
banquet and a bonsai con-
noisseur auction on Saturday 
evening.  First time attendees 
are being offered a special 
rate of $195.00 which includes 
12 lectures/demos, meal, ex-
hibition and critiques.   

Just in case you need some 
additional trees and supplies, 
vendors, will be on hand 
throughout the event.  

To be considered a Shohin 
Bonsai, it should be small 
enough to be held in one 

hand, and it should be no 
greater than 10 inches tall.  
Perhaps Shohin is the answer 

to an aging 
body, and li-
mited growing  

 

Why not consider attending          
 this Symposium! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DnerÄl G^^mbg` 
Susan Amoy will demonstrate 
Shohin style bonsai, but at this 
time, I do not know the material 
she will be working on. Her spe-
cialty is succulents, so that may 
be the topic.  
On June 12th Susan ran a work-
shop at Janet Marcusô home, and 
club members were extended an 
invitation to participate.  

 

Questions and  
           Answers 
In the last newsletter I asked 
members if they had sources 
for suitable pre-bonsai materi-
al, turface, tools, pots, soil, 
wire, etc. that they would be 
willing to share with other club 
members.   
 
I am sorry to say that not one 
person was willing to share 
their sources with other mem-
bers, or perhaps you were just 
too busy to take the time to 
answer my question. I think 
that information would be ap-
preciated by many club mem-
bers. 
 
I asked if anyone had the oc-
casion to visit All Shapes Bon-
sai in Ringoes, New Jersey 
(near Flemington ï not far from 
Chaseôs).   
Well in my travels to see 
grandchildren, I took the scen-
ic route home and stopped by 
All Shapes, and if you are in 
the area near Flemington, NJ 
or New Hope, Pa you might 
want to make a side trip to see 
what they have.  I thought he 
had a nice variety of starter 
material in the three poly 
houses.  It is located just off a 
main divided roadway, Rt. 202. 
230 Everitt Rd. 908-788-1938 
 
 
 
 

More  Questions  
I think most members will agree 
our current meeting space is 
cramped and the acoustics are 
not the best, making it often dif-
ficult to hear what the lecturer is 
saying.  
Has the Board been able to se-
cure a meeting space that will 
better meet the clubôs needs?  
Talk of another location within 
Planting Fields was mentioned 
sometime ago, but no further 
update other than it did have an 
on-site restroom and was handi-
cap accessible. 
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Many succulents can be suc-
cessfully trained as bonsai by 
wiring; do well in bonsai soil 
and some can attain a mas-
sive girth (trunk).  The extra 
benefit is they generally re-
quire minimal water and ferti-
lizer. 
Susan did a program at this 
yearôs Mid Atlantic, has lec-
tured at many clubs, and I am 
sure she will do a wonderful 
program, and give us insight 
on possible new material to 
try.  

http://www.internationalbonsai.com/
http://www.internationalbonsai.com/

