Nature gives
to every time and
season some

beauties qf its own.
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Monday - March 8, 2010

John Copobianco - Cascade Style

%eginner’s Corner - 7:30 p.m.

Regu(ar Meeting -8 pm.

The Classroom - Main Greenhouse



nother [~
month has flown by,
and now with the end

of winter just around the cor-
ner, in spite of the snow that
is on the ground, Spring is
about to pounce, with the
lengthening day, our trees
are waking from the sleep of
Winter. That means you bet-
ter be ready for the potting
crunch.

Generally deciduous tree are
potted first, and ever-
greens/conifers are next. |If
you haven’t gotten your soll
mixes and components to-
gether, don’t wait any longer
or you will be caught short.
Don’t forget wire, and
screening — and are all you
tools in good shape! If your
trees did not do as well as
you felt they should last year,
perhaps you need to change
your potting mix, or some of
the components you used,
Bonsai is ever changing,
new ideas, and some good
old one are often worth a try.
But if you have discovered
what works in the situation
you and your trees have,
stick with it — or if you really
like to experiment, try some-
thing new on a few of your
trees, or those trees that you
haven’t figured out whether
they are staying or going.

Our Feﬁmmy

meeting...

was called Interactive Bonsal
Design led by Jim Byrne —
and a good meeting it was.
Jim bravely brought in six
trees, white pine, black pine,
some mugos. Jim said they
were trees he had had for
quite a number of years, not
really worked on, and per-
haps not planted where they
received all the benefits they
required from Mother Nature.
We worked in small informal
groups to decide what we
would do to that particular
tree if it was ours. First, we
had to mark the tree’s front.
Jim brought in some red, and
white chenille stems (aka
pipe cleaners) that he cut in
half (as the half-size was
more than large enough for
the task at hand) We were to
mark the branches that were
definitely important to the
development of the future
bonsai with white chenille
stems, and use the red one
on the parts of the tree that
was destined to be removed.
We had wedges at our dis-
posal if we thought a change
in planting position was a
necessary improvement.

It was a fun exercise, and
again it showed that we dif-
fered in our opinions as to
the way to approach the de-
sign that we thought the tree
needed.

After we made our design
choices, Jim commented on
some of his observations for
a particular tree. Jim also
mentioned the unpredictabili-
ty of mugo pines when it
comes to back budding. He

has worked on trees that
readily back bud, and
worked on other in his collec-
tion that no matter what, they
refuse to bud back — which
sometimes requires grafting
on braches to overcome the
problem the lack of buds
cause.

We need to remember that
we are working on living
trees, and these trees do not
always have the same agen-
da in mind that we do.

The pursuit of bonsai is a
learning experience, one that
can often be filled with dis-
appointment, frustration, and
a vow to chuck the entire kit
and caboodle (whatever a
caboodle is). But often your
patience and perseverance
can be rewarded with a
good bonsai.

If you absolutely have de-
cided to give up on a particu-
lar tree, donate it to our
summer auction. OR bring it
in to a meeting and ask for
input from some of our very
experienced members — they
may see something that was
right under your nose, but
not visible until someone
points it out to you.

Not every tree you work on
will become a masterpiece.
Some may have started out
as dogs, and will stay that
way in spite of your best ef-
forts; but you can learn and
benefit from the experience,
and what’s more you can still
enjoy that tree, and its chal-
lenges — sort of like a
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love/hate relationship. You
think, one day, | will win, and
you will bend to my will. Only
time will tell whether you
were right or the tree has
won the battle after all.

Our Tokanoma was pre-

sented by Tom Marinace. He
brought in several suiseki
stones, some collected in the
tri-state area, others a bit fur-
ther afield. Tom, as many of
us know, is a wonderful
woodworker and has made
beautiful stands that grace
several members display
trees. Tom also makes di-
azas which are custom fitted
to hold the rock for display.
While the rock is the ‘impor-
tant’ item in stone apprecia-
tion, it must be matched to a
holder, which is often as
beautiful as the stone which
it holds.

We had a visitor at our last meet-

ing, a young man named Jessie
— | hope you enjoyed the meet-
ing, and that you will come back.
Bonsai is a fascinating hobby,
and a great one to start when
you are young — you have an en-
tire lifetime to see your trees de-
velop into mature, wonderful
bonsai. Know that you are wel-
comed any time — bring a friend
with you if you would like.

’Zﬁf comz’n(q  programs
Jim Byrne has been a very
busy person — in addition to
providing a very interesting
February program, Jim is our
Vice President, and that
means he is responsible for
programming.  Our March
speaker will feature John
Capobianco of Greater New
York Bonsai Society. John
will demonstrate a cascade
design.

John is familiar to many of
us, and is known for the work
he does using chrysanthe-
mums as bonsai material.
John is presently working
with Bob BonGiorno, of Sub-
urban Gardens located at
211 Burrs Lane in Dix Hills,
developing the bonsai por-
tion of the business, where
he is the bonsai artist and
instructor. John also serves
as the curator of the bonsai
collection at the John P.
Humes Japanese Stroll Gar-
den in Mill Neck, and is a
bonsai instructor at the New
York Botanical Garden in the
Bronx. Has served as presi-
dent of the Bonsai Society of
Greater New York, Inc. for
10 years, and has been serv-
ing as president of the Long

Island Chrysanthemum So-
ciety since 1999. He is finish-
ing his first term as a director
of the National Chrysanthe-
mum Society, Inc. John has
won the National Chrysan-
themum  Society's  Gold
medal for chrysanthemum
bonsai 4 times, as well as
the silver medal for educa-
tional displays on the topic 4
times. John is working on the
production of a chrysanthe-
mum bonsai How-to video.

| am sure John will provide
an enjoyable lecture on
March 8™.

Our April 12" meeting will
feature Pauline Muth, a long
time friend of Long Island
Bonsai. Pauline will be
doing a blended tree pro-
gram using Trident Maples.

| also believe there will be a
workshop with Pauline for a
limited number of partici-
pants. Tom O’Connor will
have more information about
the workshop at our meeting.
Remember workshops are
first come, first serve — so if
you want to participate in the
workshop, you better be at
the meeting.

A gentfe reminder:

Please }f you have not
paid your 2010 dues, do
so - Jim Stqpfer is our

memﬁersﬁ?p chairman.

Thanks to Steve Bora-
kowski for providing this
month’s photos,




