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         February
‘s Meeting
Asking the experts
 yielded some very
interesting dialogue.  Jim S. spoke about using Wilt Pruf on all conifers to limit transpiration in the winter – but in addition, users have found that it does kill many pests that plague our trees by smothering them – much like horticultural oil does. is also helpful to use it prior to transplanting – again it limits moisture loss. 

We discussed the benefits of Akadama – a red clay found in Japan that is fired and when used in bonsai planting mixes, it helps retain moisture and produces greener, healthier foliage.   Members who use it, feel the benefits to their trees warrant the expense.  Jim Doyle located near Harrisburg Pa. carries it, and usually brings some to sell when he lectures at our meetings. 

We talked about the best time to do drastic pruning was just as the bud begin to swell. 

A product called HB 101 – is an organic, natural growth enhancer for all plants. It improves the health and vigor of bonsai – excellent to use when transplanting.  

Special thanks

E   Edna O’Connell has a wonderful nursery in East Northport called Green Gardens Nursery located at 16 Burr Road, with some nice bonsai, and pre-bonsai stock, pots, soil mix, books, etc. as well as all sorts of landscape material.  Edna has been a one-woman recruiter for our club.  She gives out extra copies of our Newsletters, brochures and talks up bonsai and the Long Island Bonsai Society with her customers whenever she can.  Thanks Edna – we may not always express our appreciation of your efforts, but they are appreciated.  

Special thanks too to Maureen Rezek for baking all the “&s” for our “coffee &” table – we thank you, but our waistlines sure don’t. 
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The start of a new club year means it’s time to continue your membership and pay your dues. Dues are $40.00 for a Single Membership, $45.00 for a Couple Membership, $50.00 for a Supporting Membership and $10.00 for a Student Membership.

Please mail your check, made out to the Long Island Bonsai Society, to Mary Parker, Treasurer, 31 Gramercy Park South, Apt 1-A. New York, NY 10003 or bring it to the next meeting.


We are looking for some volunteers…

When the sign-up sheets are circulated at our meetings, please don’t just pass it on to the next person without adding your name to one of the jobs that need to be done.

We are looking for members willing to do “Coffee &” for one meeting, or host a visiting speaker for an over-night stay in your home, or to do an early workshop, or bring in a tree for the tokonoma.

This is Y O U R club, not just the few members that seem always willing to take on one job for the good of the club.   

Please don’t forget we are still looking for an editor for this Newsletter.

 Dee Fleck, 

                                    Acting Editor – 

                                           under duress & stress
Philadelphia Flower 

Show

March 1 – 8th
at the Convention Center.

Meehans from Maryland will be there with lots of shohin material, accessory plants, and pre-bonsai items, as well as pots, and clay figures. 

The local Bonsai Club has a beautiful display area, and Chas Rosade usually has a nice area as well, with someone doing demos and answering questions throughout the event.   It is a nice opportunity to see other club’s trees.

Suitable Bonsai

Material

It is getting difficult to find good raw bonsai material.  We have lost the vendors that set up shop at our meetings, JuiSan has not reopened since the fire.  Once in a while you can luck out a find a potential plant at one of the big box locations, but not without a lot of hunting.

Do any members have some secrete sources that they would care to share with the rest of the club?  I would be happy to list some possible sources in a future newsletter.

There is a rumor that a new source will be available in the late spring or early summer at Suburban, 211 Burrs Lane, Dix Hills, (Roslyn Nursery was next door.)  Bob Bongiorno has a large koi facility, and plans to provide bonsai, pre-bonsai and related items at that location.  He is working with John Copobianco (Greater NY Bonsai Club) to set up this operation.

Hopefully this will become an additional source for us.


Meeting Date March 9, 2009 –– Planting Fields Arboreutum


South Lounge in the Hay Barn 


Early Workshop – 7:30 p.m.       Main Program – 8 p.m.





Julian Labbi Velasco, Curato→r of the Bonsai Collection at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden has been a speaker with us previously – if you were at those meetings, you know what a wonderful job Julian does; if you haven’t seen one of his demos, you are in for a real treat.   The lucky raffle winner will walk away with a real prize for their collection.








N					                                   		






































   Mark your calendar





One of our members, Steve Borakowski, is also a member of the Long Island Garden Railroad Society, and they will be having an Open House on Saturday, June 13 from 10 am to 2 pm – see how bonsai fits into a railroad landscape theme.





Further information will be in a future Newsletter’
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Another gentle reminder about dues


being due…





     Who is a Bonsai


        Optimist?


A bonsai optimist is:


  An 80 year old who plants 	seeds for bonsai


A person who thinks his 	wisteria or crabapple 	will surely bloom next   	year


A person who thinks he has 	bought his last Bonsai


A person who buys a  	seedling and imagines 	an instant bonsai


A person who thinks he will 	have more time to devote 	to his trees tomorrow


A person who thinks one 	more growing season, 	and  his tree will be per	fect


A person who thinks his trees 	will be as nice as Hal’s, 	Marty’s, Tom’s or Jim x 	2’s collection














Still beneath the snow,�The bonsai'd elm makes spring plans:�"Leaves, I think, this year."
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