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PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE   March, 2008
“Any help you can give will be greatly appreciated.

As we’ve said in the past, this is your organization.  LIBS will rise and fall on the quality of the effort put into it by its membership. We can’t do it without you, but we can do it if we all pitch in and do what we’re good at together.”

The above is taken from the February message.

We want to thank you for the generous response to our request for assistance in helping the LIBS maintain the quality of benefits its members have come to expect.  The Hicks show is almost fully covered and we have a new web master-in-training.  We do however, need to get an Editor for this Newsletter, and more of you to sign up for some of the “coffee and” spots still open.  All in all not bad, considering the fact that a large number of our members are away for one reason or another.

Thank you.

See you on the 10th.  Bring a friend!


Q and A

Do you have a Question?  Ask.
Do you have an answer?  Tell.
Comments Welcomed.
March 10th
Meeting
ARTIST OF THE MONTH
Bob Mahler started his career at the age of 15, studied exclusively under world renowned bonsai master Susumo Sudo in Tochigi-Ken Japan for four years, and headed the bonsai collection as curator of bonsai at the Brooklyn Botanic Garden for 11 years.  Bob has strong ties to some of the best gardens in Japan and imports trees frequently.  Bob’s personal favorite trees are Japanese White Pines, Satsuki Azaleas and Japanese Flowering Apricots.  He has a bonsai studio in Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, where he resides with his wife Jess and their five dogs.

As of this writing, what Bob will work on has yet to be determined.
For Your Immediate Attention
National Bonsai & Penjing Museum Needs Our Help!
The President’s Budget for FY 2009 proposes to “downsize” the U.S. National Arboretum – which would cripple the ongoing operations of the Museum.

LIBS has received a request from The National Bonsai Foundation Inc. (Website: www.bonsai-nbf.org) asking for our help.  We have been requested to send letters asking Congress to “…reject this short-sighted and harmful budget proposal and restore the funds needed to maintain the National Bonsai & Penjing Museum…”
You might include the following points:

1. You are a strong supporter of the Museum and its mission to educate the public about bonsai and penjing;

2. It is a unique treasure that must be preserved; and

3. It is part of our national legacy.

Your letters should be sent to the Chairs of the Senate and House Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittees as follows:


The Honorable Herbert H. Kohl, Chairman


Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture


119 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, D.C.  20515


The Honorable Rosa DeLauro, Chair


House Appropriations Subcommittee on Agriculture


2362A Rayburn House Office Building


Washington, D.C.  20515

You might also consider sending a copy of your letters to your Representative and/or Senator in Congress and ask them to contact the above Chairs.

To see the entire letter and further suggestions as to how you can help please refer to our website, (www.longislandbonsai.org ).  Don’t let this chance to help pass by. 
                                                                      

NOTICES  
Planting Fields Arboretum will hold its Arbor Day Festival on April 26th and 27th from 10 am to 5 pm.  This is a family affair and attended by people of all ages.  We have an opportunity to increase our membership base, and we will be participating with a display of members’ trees and literature.  Your assistance will be necessary.
DUES are DUE!

Anyone who is in arrears on the dues at the end of this month will be dropped from membership and will no longer receive the Newsletter.
LOIS  BLOM, 

A long-time member in good standing with LIBS, passed away on February 22nd.  She was always ready to assist with the workings of the organization.  Even when her health was failing she could be found at a show supervising our display.  She will be missed. RIP.
Call to Action!


Get a Friend to join.





This “white space” could be filled by an item you write!


Any and all submissions for the next issue will be gratefully accepted.


If you have an idea for an article, don’t keep it a secret.


See you at the meeting.





Help LIBS save $$$: Have one of our guest artists stay with you when they come to do a show.  This will save the cost of hotel and meals.  You can bill LIBS for any out-of-pocket expenses.  Contact Vinny Kreyling.








